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Greetings Members and Friends:  

     First of all, a big thank you to Mark LaFrancis for hosting a fun filled and informative Fall Mini Festival.  

Another big thank you to Janice Canerdy for being the contest coordinator and to all others who contributed 

to the success of the Fall Mini Festival.   Doris Jones has completed the financial report for the festival.  (See 

her report at the end of this newsletter.)  Another big thank you to all who didn’t turn in receipts to be 

reimbursed for supplies and those who donated prize money.  We managed to end up in the black and give a 

nice boost to the MPS treasury.   

     Congratulations to all the winners of the poetry contest.  The 3 winning poems in each category will be 

published in the Annul Contest Journal at the conclusion of the Spring Festival. 
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     Our Poet of the Year, Brenda B. Finnegan finally received her MPS award, read from 

her chapbook , Horn Island Vista, and signed copies for those purchasing books.  (We call 

her our Pandemic Poet since she got caught in the shut down that seemed to last forever.) 

She still has some copies available for anyone who didn’t get a book.  Just mail $13 ($10 for 

the book and $3 mailing) with your name and address and how you want the book signed 

to:  Brenda Finnegan, 5713 Belle Fontaine Dr., Ocean Springs, MS 39564. You’ll be glad 

you got it, she’s a very accomplished poet.

     Our Poet of the Year for 2022 will be announced on the website in just a few days and 

will be recognized at the Spring Festival which is being hosted by North Branch at Lake 

Tiak-O’Khata near Louisville, MS sometime in April, 2022.   They will be getting details 

out to us soon.  

     The 2022 MPS Contest flier is nearly ready, so watch for that in your email box within 

the next few days.  Jason Erwin has been making arrangements for poets to email entries 

and also pay the fee via the internet to avoid using the USPS which has become so 

unreliable.  The local branches will have someone to help those who do not have access to 

the internet.  

On the left:  Brenda Finnegan and 

Doris Jones at the book signing.

On the right:  Mark LaFrancis winner of 

the $50 ‘Door’ Prize.  Mark later 

emailed that he donated his ‘Door’ 

Prize to the group who put wreaths on 

veteran’s graves for Christmas.  
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MEMBERS RECENT HONORS, AWARDS AND PUBLICATIONS: 
Emory Jones:   
“Poetic Banquet” won 1st Place in Category 12 (It’s Not Prose) of the Poetry Society of Tennessee’s 2021 65th Annual Festival 
Contest. 
“Breakfast” won 2nd Place in Category 25 (Bobby Drobeck Award) ) of the Poetry Society of Tennessee’s 2021 65th Annual 
Festival Contest. 
 “Sacred Music” posted on Illinois Poetry Society’s October 2021 Members Poems. 
“Sacred Music” won 3rd Honorable Mention in The Moccasin Award of the 2021 League of Minnesota Poets Contest. 
“Deep Freeze” won 2nd Honorable Mention in the Florence Hynes Willette Memorial Award of the 2021 League of Minnesota 
Poets Contest. 
“High Plains” won 1st Place in the Bring Back the Prairies Award of the 2021 League of Minnesota Contest. 
“On the pale blue sky Flocks of birds are writing poems That clouds will erase” was published in 2021 Three Line Poetry. 
“Yellow butterflies Flitting across green meadow Like dancing sunshine” was published in 2021 Three Line Poetry. 
 “Heavenly Peace” was published in Neologism 2021. 
“Deep Freeze” was published  in a New Post on Poetry Society of Michigan October 30, 2021. 
“Thunder Storm” won 1st Place in Category #10 (Northeast Indiana Poets Award) of the 2021 Poetry Society of Indiana Annual 
Contest. 
“Thank a Teacher” won 3rd Honorable Mention in Category 12 (Oberlin Prize) of the 2021 Poetry Society of Indiana Annual 
Contest. 
“Bright Beam” won third place in Category #4 (Found Poem) of the 2021 Alabama State Poetry Society’s 2021 Contest. 
“Our Brothers’ Keeper” won 2nd Honorable Mention in the 2021 Dr. Lily Peter Memorial Award of the Poets’ Roundtable of 
Arkansas. 
“Time Garden” won honorable mention in Category 4 (Sestina Award) of the Poets’ Roundtable of Arkansas 2021 Poetry Day 
Contest. 
“After Katrina” won honorable mention in Category 7(The Crawford Lyric Contest) of the Poets’ Roundtable of Arkansas 2021 
Poetry Day Contest. 
“Deep Freeze” won honorable mention in Category 9(Arkansas Weather Award) of the Poets’ Roundtable of Arkansas 2021 
Poetry Day Contest.  
“Solitaire” won honorable mention in Category 12 (Opel Jane & Harry O’Neal Humor Award) of the Poets’ Roundtable of 
Arkansas 2021 Poetry Day Contest. 
“Playful Spring” won Third Place in Category 20 (Two Rivers’ Poets of Fort Smith Award) of the Poets’ Roundtable of Arkansas 
2021 Poetry Day Contest. 
“The Funeral Parade” won Third Place in Category 26 (The Miriam Strauss Memorial Award) of the Poets’ Roundtable of 
Arkansas 2021 Poetry Day Contest. 
“Sacred Music” published in the Indiana State Poetry Society’s Members Poems for October 2021. 
 
Catherine Moran:  
Patty, here are a few of my recent winnings in state contests: 
 
Tennessee        one 2nd and three HM 
Florida              1st and two HM 
Arkansas           1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Missouri             1st and 2nd 
Indiana               three 1st 
Ohio                   four 3rd and two HM 
Chicagoland       2nd and 3rd 
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Linda Owen: 
 
10/28/21: Publication in "Around the World: Landscapes and Cityscapes" anthology, 
Sweetycat Press 
 
10/23/21: MPS Fall 2021 Competition 
South Branch Category 6 Free Verse Award: First Place "Ovation for Fall" 
North Branch Category 1 Free Verse Award: Second Place "Daydream Dweller" 
North Branch Category 2 Humor Award: Third Place "BOO!" 
(and two Honorable Mentions) 
 
9/18/21: Tishomingo Arts Council featured "Apples" in their "Art of Food" series. 
11/25/21: Tishomingo Arts Council will feature "Thanksgiving Evening" in their "Familiar 
Art" series. 
 
 
 
Janice Canerdy: 

(1) published in anthology Poems to Lift You Up & Make You Smile, ’21, compiled by 
Jayne Jaudon Ferrer, editor of Your Daily Poem (l00 poems chosen from 4,000 entries featured on 
YDP) 

(2) Halcyon days, Oct  ‘21, issue 23, three poems 

(3) Westward Quarterly, fall ’21 issue, one poem 

(4) Your Daily Poem (editor, Jayne Jaudon Ferrer), feature poem 11-1-21  

(5) Florida Poetry Society annual contest, one third place  

(6) Mad Kane’s Sept ’21 limerick contest, HM 

(7) Poetry Quarterly (a publication of Prolific Press) one poem in summer ’21 issue 

(8) Missouri Poetry Society summer contest, one HM   

(9) Poets’ Roundtable of Arkansas, National Poetry Day Celebration Contest, one 
HM 

(10) MPS fall ’21 contest, one HM 
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G. Mark LaFrancis 

On Wednesday, Nov. 10, I presented an "In Their Boots: Voices of Our Soldiers" virtual program at 
the  M. R. Davis Public Library in Southaven. This included a Q&A and the half-hour dramatic film, which 
included poetry inspired by combat soldier 

(An added note from Patty)  Mark also wrote an article about the Fall Mini Festival with a full color photo of 
Brenda receiving the Poet of the Year Award that was published in the Natchez newspaper. 

Carey Myers 

Gathered Leaves, 2nd place, The Leaf Raker, Honorable mention. Both are in the Fall mini contest. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A Noteworthy Event in December 
 
Ms Butkovich, I was given your contact info by Mr Emory Jones. He suggested I contact you regarding my Mother, 
the late Gertrude McCarty Smith, artist & poet from Collins. Gertrude was an active member of the MS Poet Society 
until her death in 2007. One of her greatest rewards was the Lifetime Achievement Award from the MS Poet 
Society. University Press Of Mississippi is publishing a book about Mother - her life, her art and her poems. This has 
been a long tedious process of which COVID did not help. Every time we thought we were ready to go to print, there 
would be a delay. The beautiful news is now - 'Worlds Beyond My Window' is due in bookstores & on-line Dec 1st 
making it a great Christmas gift. The reason for this email is to touch base with friends & like-minded souls to keep 
you all in the loop. There will be a Book Launch & Art Show beginning Saturday Dec 4th at OddFellows Gallery in 
Hattiesburg. Many well-chosen poems will hang beside her art, her poetry so often paralleled her art whether it be 
large bright abstracts or simple muted primitives going back to an easier way of life in the 20s, 30s, 40, & beyond. 
Our family would love to invite MS poets to come out, see and/or read about this amazing lady. This show will hang 
the month of Dec. Proceeds from book sales & the Art Show will go into the Gertrude McCarty Smith Foundation 
For The Arts which was set up in 2017 to further all forms of art in MS to our underserved communities. Please 
post this email to members of the MS Poet Society & give my email address if members would like more information 
or to be added to the Opening Reception's Guest List. 
Kind Regards, 
Wanda Smith Brooks 
 
https://www.amazon.com/Worlds-beyond-My-Window-Gertrude/dp/1496837681 
 
https://www.upress.state.ms.us/Books/W/Worlds-beyond-My-Window 
 
 
For more information contact:  Wanda Brooks:   <thomasbrooks3@me.com> 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Worlds-beyond-My-Window-Gertrude/dp/1496837681
https://www.upress.state.ms.us/Books/W/Worlds-beyond-My-Window
mailto:thomasbrooks3@me.com
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The view from the Hotel Vue dining room. 

Have a Blessed and Happy Thanksgiving! 

Patty Butkovich 
President 

 

 



 

 
  
 


