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“THE CROWN OF LITERATURE IS POETRY”….S.  MAUGHAM 
SPRING/SUMMER 2019 

“Blest by the Fest” 
  Spring Fest ’19  

Muse 
As Mississippi Poetry Society poets took 
to the podium over the weekend of April 
6-7, the most profound thing happened. 
Poems came to life through the voices of 
their authors! It surely is true that poetry 
is meant to be heard, not just silently 
read. The melodies of words, phrases, 
lines and images bloomed as each poet’s 
voice filled the room. Poetry truly is ‘the 
crown of literature’. Poetry is ethereal. 
Poetry is visceral. Poetry is as close as 
our breath and as far as the stars. Each 
April we experience that dynamic during 
Spring Fest weekend in a way that can 
only be experienced as we gather around 
the campfire flames of passion for the art 
and skill of…poetry. Whether the age of 
the poet is six or eighty-six, their words 
carry power. Whether the poet comes 
from the city or the farm, their words 
carry us into their world. Whether they 
make us laugh or cry, here’s to the poets!          
Here’s to you! …one and all!  



 

 
 

 

for the website Fest 2020 

  

When: April 3 and 4 

Where: Lake Tiak O'Khata Family Resort 

213 Smyth Lake Rd. 

Louisville, MS  39339 

 Reservations: (662) 773-7853 

(Mention Mississippi Poetry Society for the group rates. 

Ground-floor rooms are available.) 

 Keynote Speaker: 

Benjamin Morris 

full-time writer and poet from Hattiesburg 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SMARTER  

Student Contest Winners 
receive their awards. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,  
consectetuer adipiscing elit,  

     

nonummy nibh euismod tinci 
dunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

     

quis nostrud exerci tation  
ullamcorper. Et iusto odio  

     

Rising Stars Student Contest 
 
Under the guidance and direction of Jeanne S. 
Kelly, the Rising Stars Student Contest offered 
the opportunity for youth to be recognized for 
their poetic accomplishments. Twenty-six 
winners in the competition were represented by 
an impressive representative number of students 
who read their winning poems to a standing room 
only crowd. We congratulate each of our Rising 
Star poets, and look forward to seeing more of 
their impressive work in future contests. A hearty 
‘Thank you!’ goes to each teacher, parent, and 
mentor who is helping to shape and encourage 
these students on their way to lifelong poetic 
enjoyment. Shown are some of the winners 
present at the Fest. 
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