
 

     THE MAGNOLIA MUSE 
                     MPS July 2019 Newsletter  
 

Summer Greetings to each Mississippi Poetry Society Friend 
and Member! 

 
Welcome to the MPS Newsletter for the summer of 2019!  We hope you are all enjoying just 
the type of summer that makes you smile. Travel plans and, or, family visits have been in many 
of our schedules. Hopefully those plans are bringing you fresh inspiration, or maybe even a 
total break to recharge, which can be just the right thing for us, too. 
 

--ANNOUNCEMENTS-- 

 
We have BIG NEWS from North Branch to share with you all! President Janice Canerdy is 
announcing Spring Fest 2020 information as follows! Hats off to North Branch! Spring Fest 2020 
is going to be great!! 

SPRING FEST 2020  
When: April 3 and 4 

Where: Lake Tiak O'Khata Family Resort 

213 Smyth Lake Rd. 

Louisville, MS  39339 

 Reservations: (662) 773-7853 

(Mention Mississippi Poetry Society for the group rates. 

Ground-floor rooms are available.) 



 

 Keynote Speaker: 

Benjamin Morris 

  

Writer and Poet from Hattiesburg  

A native of Hattiesburg, Benjamin Morris is the author of Coronary (Fitzgerald Letterpress, 
2011), Hattiesburg, Mississippi: A History of the Hub City (Arcadia/The History Press, 2014), 
and Ecotone (Antenna/Press Street Press, 2017). His work appears in numerous publications, 
including The Oxford American, The Southern Review, and the New Orleans Review. Morris 
offers readings of his work, lectures on topics of history and literature, serves as an 
independent editor for both scholarly and creative manuscripts, and teaches writing 
workshops in poetry, fiction, and nonfiction to all ages and audiences. Formerly a researcher 
with the Open University (UK), he is a member of the Artist Roster of the Mississippi Arts 
Commission and the Speakers Bureau of the Mississippi Humanities Council.  

 
Workshop Leaders: 

Dr. Emory Jones and Michael Shelton 
More details will be forthcoming. 

  
 
 
 
    

 

 

 

Members and Friends,  
 

Let me especially encourage each of you to attend Spring Fest 2020, if at all possible. You will 
not want to miss out on the fun, inspiration, information, and down-right awesome time that 
we, as poets and friends, have together! 
 

As an enjoyable gift, I’ve created a pictorial Spring Fest ’19 ‘album’ that I’m sending you by 
email as a supplement to this newsletter. If you missed the Fest this year, it will be a delightful 
sample of the good times we had that weekend. If you were able to attend, it will bring back 
some great memories of Spring Fest! Enjoy! Congratulations to each and every poet who 
supported the 2019 MPS Contest!  If you wrote a winner, you have an award certificate. If your 
poem didn’t win this year, get ready! 2020 may be your time to shine!  
                                                                                                                                             -----Linda O. 



 

 
 

POTTS CAMP BANK, 
for announcing your intention to sponsor a 2020 

Contest Category! 
______________________________________ 

 

 

 

                                                              

THERE WILL BE NO MPS BRANCH MEETINGS DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST. 

 
______________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Additional copies of the 
2019 Mississippi Poetry Society Journal 

may be purchased for $5.00 through Amazon at: 
https://www.amazon.com/Mississippi-Poetry-Journal-2019-
Contest/dp/1097113388/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=Mississippi+Poetry+Journal+2019&qid=156221
4326&s=gateway&sr=8-2 

 
A complimentary email version of the Rising Star student winners’ poems 

 will be coming soon to your inbox! 
____________________________________ 

https://www.amazon.com/Mississippi-Poetry-Journal-2019-Contest/dp/1097113388/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=Mississippi+Poetry+Journal+2019&qid=1562214326&s=gateway&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Mississippi-Poetry-Journal-2019-Contest/dp/1097113388/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=Mississippi+Poetry+Journal+2019&qid=1562214326&s=gateway&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Mississippi-Poetry-Journal-2019-Contest/dp/1097113388/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=Mississippi+Poetry+Journal+2019&qid=1562214326&s=gateway&sr=8-2


 

 
MPS MEMBER WINNERS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF STATE POETRY SOCIETIES 
COMPETITION 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

…to our members whose names grace the winners’ list of the 2019 NFSPS competition! MPS 
was well represented in these wins! Winners are: 
 

In-State Members 
 

Stephen Curry (Central): 
1st Place in the Morton D.Prouty and Elsie S. Prouty Memorial Award 

7th Honorable in Alabama State Poetry Society Award 
 

Doris Jones (Central): 
2nd Place in the Manzo Award 

3rd Place in the Florida State Poets Association Award 
1st Honorable in the Poets Roundtable of Arkansas Award 
2nd Honorable in the Arizona State Poetry Society Award 

4th Honorable in the Diamond T Award 
5th Honorable in the Georgia Poetry Award 

Citation in the Utah State Poetry Society Award 
 

Brenda Finnegan (South): 
2nd Place in the Poetry Society of Tennessee Award 

 
Ann C. Cates (North): 

6th Honorable in William Stafford Memorial Award 
7th Honorable in Minute Award 

 
Janice Canerdy (North): 

5th Honorable in the Mississippi State Poetry Society Award 
 

Emory D. Jones (North): 
3rd Honorable in the Morton D. Prouty and Elsie S. Prouty Memorial Award 

6th Honorable in the WyoPoets Award 



 

 
Out-of-State Members 

 

Barbara Blanks (Texas) 
1st Place in Poetry Society of Oklahoma Award 
1st Place in Donald Stodghill Memorial Award 
3rd Place League of Minnesota Poets Award 

3rd Place in Poets Roundtable of Arkansas Award 
3rd Place in the Poets Northwest Award 

1st Honorable in the NFSPS Founders Award 
1st Honorable in Maine Poets Society Award 

4th Honorable in Florida State Poets Assn. Award 
4th Honorable in William Stafford Memorial Award 
6th Honorable in Illinois State Poetry Society Award 

7th Honorable in Land of Enchantment Award 
 

Von S. Bourland (Texas) 
3rd Honorable in Poetry Society of Oklahoma Award 

7th Honorable in Jesse Stuart Memorial Award 
 

Gail Denham (Oregon) 
3rd Place in Nevada Poetry Society Award 

7th Honorable in Wyopoets Award 
 

Catherine Moran (Arkansas) 
1st Place in Freeda Murphy Memorial Award 
3rd Place in William Stafford Memorial Award 

1st Honorable in CSPS James E. MacWhinney Memorial Award 
6th Honorable The Children’s Hour Award 

 
 

For a complete list of NFSPS winners, go to: http://nfsps.com/2019Winners.pdf 
 
 

Being recognized in the NFSPS Poetry Competition  
is quite a feat and is always an honor.  

This year there were a total of 6575 poems  
entered by 534 poets in 50 categories. 

 
Congratulations to all poets who entered this  

prestigious competition! 

http://nfsps.com/2019Winners.pdf


 

 
 

MPS MEMBERS--PUBLISHING NEWS 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

TO OUR MEMBERS REPORTING RECENT PUBLISHING CREDITS! 
 
Barbara Blanks: “I have two new poetry books! Resisting the Ground and Traveling Sideways. 
Both are available in paperback and eBooks. I also had a poem accepted by the Beautiful 
Cadaver Pittsburgh Project, which will be in their August anthology.” 
 

Janice Canerdy: “Here are mine: Your Daily Poem, May 5, 2019; Lighten Up Online, March 
2019; Penwood Review, fall 2018; Westward Quarterly, pending, July 2019                   
 

Judy Davies: Besides Judy’s 2019 Poet of the Year book, Inkspirations, Judy adds, “I was 
published in Lone Star Magazine and in the Arkansas Anthology Turning Home. 
 
Gail Denham: booksgal2@gmail.com “A few kudos - Won a 1st in Illinois contest; poem used 
by Nebo (online); Arizona Monthly poetry wins; prize in Tennessee May 2019 contest; two 1st's 
and a 3rd in Oklahoma Contest; a 1st in Mississippi contest; Prizes with Pegasus; a 1st in 
HIghland Park contest; 2nd in Pennsylvania contest; a 2nd in Arizona contest; Postcards/Prose 
used my poem "Fantasy Time" in February; had poem in The Sylvan (Pennsylvania); prizes in 
Illinois Monthly; 2nd in a Lomp (Michigan) contest; poem in Wyoming newsletter; 2nd in 
Arkansas Poetry Day contest; Peninsula Poet prize; poems in Pennessence (Pennsylvania);  -- 
eager to hear results from the Nationals. That's about it back through 1st of the year.” 
 
Jason Ervin: Besides assisting in the leadership of a Spring Fest workshop, Scientry, Jason adds, “I'd like to 
make everyone at MPS aware of the chance to perform some of their poetry for a good 
cause.  The Healing Arts Program at the University of Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson is 
looking for artists of all kinds.  The idea is just to give patients and staff a break from the 
stresses of working and being in a hospital.  I did a spot in their kickoff event in April.  I just 
interspersed reading poems and talking with the audience about poetry in general and about 
the stories behind some of my poems.  But you can do anything you like!  It's totally up to 
you.  For me it was a small group of 6 or 7, and was a come and go as you like setup.  It lasted 

mailto:booksgal2@gmail.com


 

for about 30 minutes.  I promised them I would spread the word, and I think they'd love to have 
more poets sign up for spots. Anyone interested can contact Hillary Basden, Program Manager 
for the Office of Patient Experience, at 601-815-7704 and by email at lbasden@umc.edu 
p.s.  I'd also like to say how happy I am to be a member of MPS!” 
 
Brenda Finnegan: Researched and wrote “The History of the Mississippi Poetry Society” for 
reading at the NFSPS Convention 2019 
 
Emory Jones:  Published “Soul Song” and “Delta General” in the Delta Poetry Review, July 
2019 
 
Doris Jones: Besides leading a Spring Fest workshop, Scientry, Doris leads the Group Pennin’ 
and Grinnin’ and issues this invitation;  
“Pennin' and Grinnin' is a group of writers who meet for writing-worship and fellowship on 2nd 
and 4th Thursday nights at Madison United Methodist Church. The meetings center on a writing 
topic, and we pray, brainstorm, write, and share. And, oh yeah, we laugh a lot too. Our writings-
- usually on topic, but sometimes not-- fall into several different genres, and never fail to uplift!  
Interested? Contact Doris Jones at dorisfjones@bellsouth.net to find out more or be put on the 
email list. Live too far away to join us? We send out post-meeting reports that tell about what 
we did and include a challenge for distant members.”  
 
Jeanne Kelly: All around Spring Fest ’19 miracle worker. (My words, not Jeanne’s…  LO), 
MPS Contest Chair, Spring Fest Chair, Editor: The Mississippi Poetry Journal 2019 
 
Mary Beth Magee:  “On June 7 and 8 I spoke as part of the Poplarville Storytellers Guild 
participation in the 2019 Blueberry Jubilee. On June 15, I spoke to Sisters in Crime-NOLA on the 
topic of Gearing Up for Holiday Marketing. On July 13, I will be leading a workshop on Using 
Family Drama in Your Writing at Sandy's Business Center in Poplarville.”  
 
Elaine McDermott:  “In March I had my poem, “Kite in the Wind” published in Jambalaya 
Anthology, an online anthology, and in April “Drones Over Pyeongchang” was published 
in Coastlines.  Also in April, I was invited to do a program on poetry at the Pass Christian Library 
in honor of National Poetry Month.”  
 
Linda Owen: Published “Awakening” in the Delta Poetry Review, July 2019, Edited the  
MPS Rising Stars Student Journal 2019, Edited the MPS Magnolia Muse 
 
 Matthew VanDeburgh: “My new novel, The Long Way Home: A Journey to Recovery and 
Redemption, is hot off the press. Contact me directly for a personalized copy.” 
 
    Poets, we enjoy reading about and celebrating what each of our members are doing 
around the state in regard to publishing and presenting, researching, or any other 
endeavor that promotes our interest in the art and skill of reading and writing poetry. 
Let us know what you’re doing, and we’ll share your latest adventures in verse!  

mailto:lbasden@umc.edu
mailto:dorisfjones@bellsouth.net


 

Branch Happenings 
 
I love reading (and writing!) the happenings going on at our state MPS branch 
meetings. Since Spring Fest ’19, North Branch has taken on the significant task of 
planning 2020’s Fest. Central Branch reviewed and critiqued the Fest they hosted, and 
South Branch has dived into some ‘fun stuff’ that poets anywhere would love to do. 
Perhaps you would like to read some of the minutes from a couple of these branches. If 
so, here they are! I’m also including the minutes from Spring Fest ‘19’s business meeting. 
Enjoy! 

 
Mississippi Poetry Society - South Branch 

Minutes 
June 8, 2019 

Mary C. O’Keefe Cultural Center 
Ocean Springs 

 
Mississippi Poetry Society, South 
Branch, met on June 8, 2019 at 2 p.m. 
at the Mary C. O’Keefe Cultural Center 
in Ocean Springs.  Members gathered in 
the Albert Duckett Gallery to look at the 
Art of the Word Exhibit. The exhibit 
featured poems by famous Mississippi 
poets, and local artists' works based on 
those poems.   
 
Our members viewed the artwork and 
took notes to create a poem about one 
of the paintings or sculptures. A 
collection of MPS South Branch awards 

journals, books, including Judy Davies’ new book, Inkspirations, and newspaper publicity are 
featured also in the exhibit, which will remain until August 17.  
 
One of the featured poets was Gertrude Smith of Collins, who was a member of MPS for many 
years. She passed away in 2007, but her children have kept her art studio, Red Barn Gallery, 
open there. Gertrude wrote for the Hattiesburg American for many years, and a book of her 
poetry will soon be published. She also created over 1,000 abstract paintings and her donated 
artwork was always desired as door prizes at the semi-annual MPS festivals she attended.  
 
After leaving the gallery, members walked down the hallway to the HOSA (Historic Ocean 
Springs Association) conference room, where they worked on their poems. Reading their 
poems which were mostly related to the artworks were: Joan Crow, “The Outsider,” Sheila 
Grieco, “Karen” and “Laura;” Mary Lee Terry, a Petrarchan sonnet; Robert Harkins, “Flowing 



 

Through Time;” Elaine McDermott, “Rooster;”  Faith Garbin, “Finding Herself in the left-hand 
semi-circle” and Brenda Finnegan, a haiku. Betty Malone also read (author unknown).  After the 
readings, they enjoyed refreshments provided by Brenda Finnegan.  
 
The business session was presided over by Faith Garbin in the absence of president, Patty 
Butkovich, who is on vacation in Illinois.  Joan Crow read a devotional from Mary Piepham on 
aging: “The Joy of Being a Woman in her 70’s.”  
 
Faith reminded members that the NFSPS convention was coming up soon, and to watch for the 
announcement of the winners, as several South Branch members entered.  
 
Brenda said she will have copies of a couple of contests Judy sent to her with a September 1 
deadline to distribute, and that the MPS awards journals should be available by our next 
meeting.  
 
Faith announced that our annual picnic will be held on Saturday, July 13, at the home of Brenda 
Finnegan, 5713 Belle Fontaine Drive, Ocean Springs (although Faith will be on vacation then.) 
 
Members were asked to bring a seasonal poem and pot-luck picnic food to share. We will meet 
at 4:00 p.m. and enjoy a porch picnic and poetry. This will be our final meeting until 
September.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Finnegan 
Secretary 
 
 

Mississippi Poetry Society-Central Branch 
Minutes 

May 18, 2019 
Belhaven University, Student Union 

Jackson 
 

The Mississippi Poetry Society, Central Branch, met on 
Saturday, May 18, at the Belhaven University Student 
Union, at 2:00pm. Present were Jeanne Kelly, Bill Gressett, 
Jason Ervin, Doris Jones, and Linda Owen. It was a pleasure 
to welcome new member Terry Woosley, also in 
attendance, to Central Branch. Jeanne Kelly, president, 
opened the meeting. The first action taken was to elect a 
branch secretary. Jeanne suggested Linda Owen, who was 
nominated by Bill Gressett, seconded by Doris Jones with 

unanimous approval.  



 

 
Doris Jones, treasurer, presented the Central Branch Financial Report (copy attached). It was 
approved and seconded by Jason Ervin and Bill Gressett. In regard to old business, Jeanne gave 
Doris approval to then lead in a discussion reviewing the Central Branch’s hosting of Spring Fest 
2019. The discussion centered on what ‘worked’ and what did not ‘work’ during the fest 
weekend.  
 
Bill Gressett noted that among those things that worked were the four workshops led by 
Tommy Little, Doris Jones, Bill Gressett, Jason Ervin, Stephen Curry, and Jeanne Kelly. Each 
workshop was specifically informative, entertaining, and practical. Members noted that fest 
attendees gave enthusiastic and positive reviews of each workshop and the fest, as a whole.  
 
Jeanne Kelly mentioned that another successful part of the fest was Friday evening’s supper 
and get-acquainted activities at Belhaven’s Cooper Room. The activities especially enjoyed were 
the ‘Who Am I’ mixer game and the ‘How I Became a Poet’ table conversation. Special thanks to 
Doris Jones and Jeanne Kelly for those activities and to Lisa McGraw for her much enjoyed 
Coffee Corner, and to Stephen Curry for each welcoming gesture! What did not work was the 
difficulty involved in carrying in the food and supplies. A closer entrance/exit was needed and 
was actually available if it had been known at the time.  
 
Doris reported the registration form and process that she developed in preparation for the 
festival was successful in keeping the registration of attendees and guests as simple and as 
efficient as possible. (sample form attached)  
 
It was noted that the winning student, parent, and teacher turn-out for the fest was impressive, 
a definite success. Linda Owen reported that each student winner’s parent or teacher was 
contacted and all were invited, including honorable mention winners. A letter or email was sent 
to each. (letter is attached) The Student Journal, titled Rising Stars, has been published and sent 
to each student winner. Jeanne Kelly passed around a copy of the journal for members to see. 
The adult winners journal will be arriving soon from the publisher and will be distributed to the 
membership.  
 
G. Mark LaFrancis’ program was also a touching and powerful success. Doris Jones’ and Stephen 
Curry’s assistance in the program was done with compelling talent. The Mississippi Humanities 
Council’s grant towards the funding of the program was a significant help.  
 
In noting what did not ‘work’ during the festival, Jeanne mentioned unexpected expenses. Doris 
added that unexpected taxes and tips appeared on receipts. The scent of mold when the air 
wasn’t moving in the Comfort Inn Millsaps meeting room was also of concern. A needed cap of 
$50-$75 on THE Door Prize was also suggested. 
 
Jeanne expressed appreciation to all participants in the hosting of Spring Fest 2019, and 
gratitude was expressed to Jeanne, also, for her thorough and knowledgeable chairing of the 
event, as well as the competition.  All agreed that the fest, as a whole, was a resounding 
success.  



 

 
New business included the concern that Saturday afternoons for our CB MPS meeting time may 
need to be examined because of consistently low attendance. Doris Jones volunteered to 
survey the membership for input.  
 
Jason Ervin reported that he responded to Hillary Basden’s invitation to speak and to read 
poetry at the University of Mississippi’s Medical Center. Basden is the program manager for the 
Healing Arts program. Jason said he enjoyed the experience and encouraged other members to 
volunteer. Info for volunteering is: Hillary Basden, Program Manager for the Office of Patient 
Experience, at 601-815-7704, and by email at lbasden@umc.edu or 
hillary.basden102@gmail.com 
 
Before Jeanne opened the meeting to the reading of poems, 
Terry Woosley asked some questions regarding membership 
and competitions, which Jeanne addressed. Then poems were 
read by each member in attendance. Jason read “Water.” Doris 
read “Response.” Bill read “Lost in Passage.” Jeanne read “Rite 
of Spring.” Linda read “Awakening” and shared a ‘paint chip 
poem’ as a possible summer activity for engaging children in 
poetry while school is out. Doris read “My Muse” after which 
Jeanne distributed copies of the April Strophes to anyone who 
had not received one already, and then she adjourned the 
meeting.  
 
The meeting was held in the outside circular area at the front of 
the Student Center due to the building being unexpectedly 
locked. It was a beautiful day, however, and the unplanned 
table-less roundtable meeting was delightful. All agreed that 
the rocking chairs and open-air location was a serendipitous 
experience.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda W. Owen 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lbasden@umc.edu


 

Spring Fest 2019  
Business Meeting Minutes 

Cabot Lodge, Millsaps University 
Jackson, Mississippi 
 

      Friday, April 5, at 6:00 P. M., an excited group of MPS members and guests met in  
Belhaven University’s Cooper Room for a meal of sandwiches, sides, and sweets and 
for two fun games, both centered around names of Mississippi singers. We were there 
till around 8:00. All other festival events were held at the Cabot Lodge. 
      Saturday morning from 8:30-9:00, Doris Jones and Jason Ervin registered attendees,  
providing name tags and programs. The total registered was 23, including guests. 
      At 9:00, Central Branch President Jeanne Kelly welcomed us all and expressed gratitude to 
Central Branch members for their assistance. Then MPS President Linda Owen thanked all  
branches for their continued support of the Society and gave details on our festival theme  
“Singing Mississippi,” which is based on a special event. In February, she received a book  
entitled Singing Mississippi, published in 1935 by the Mississippi Poetry Society. While  
browsing through used books at a garage sale, Andrew Winters, a middle-school music teacher 
from Florida, had found this treasure and sent it to Linda. MPS is grateful for this gift. It was  
passed around the room while the period song “Life Is a Song” played. The student section of  
this book contains a poem, “At Sundown,” by Dessie Anderson (Caulfield), the mother of  
present-day MPS member Dorothy Wiman. Linda presented the book to MPS Historian  
Emory Jones to keep for the Society until it is placed in the Mississippi Historical Archives. Door 
prizes and contest awards were presented throughout the festival. 
        Next was Tommy Little’s informative and inspiring presentation entitled “Capturing Mood 
in Lyrical Blank Verse.” He distributed materials that provide specific tips for writing in this  
style and, when asked, read one of his poems, “All-Night Diner.” One central point from his  
presentation was, “We don’t create the mood or emotion, but through the use of words, we 
build a cage around it before it escapes.”  He also emphasized the importance of writing a 
rough draft to get ideas down, paying no attention to line length or syllable count—then 
crafting our work into properly-written blank verse. He hailed Frost as a master of mood. 
Tommy held workshops on the topic of blank verse in Brandon Library in February, and his 
poetry has been featured on MPB. 
       Next, student contest awards were presented. We were pleased to welcome a large 
number of students, parents, and others. Winning poems were read; they were excellent, some 
of them quite deep.  Contest Coordinators Jeanne Kelly and Stephen Curry were assisted by Lisa 
McGraw and Jason Ervin during this part of the program. 
      The next presentation was “Scientry: When Science Sings Through Poetry” by Doris  
Jones, Bill Gressett, and Jason Ervin, all of whom have a background in science. Their subtopics 
were “A Cosmic Journey,” “Scientific Memory Keeper,” “Noticing,” and “Words on Words.” 
Attendees called out words related to science, which were written on dry erase boards. We 
then wrote poems using some of these words to show the close connection between science 
and poetry. We read our poems, helping to prove that the arts and non-arts amplify each other. 
        Our afternoon presentation, “Song of the Sonnet” by Stephen Curry, was very informative.  



 

He explained the differences in the English (or Shakespearean), Petrarchan, and Spenserian  
sonnets. He then addressed the topics of blank-verse sonnets and more relaxed forms, those 
not adhering to the original strict requirements of fourteen lines and sustained patterns of 
rhyme and meter. Materials provided included sonnets by Wordsworth, Wyatt, Shakespeare, 
Margaret Walker, and others. Stephen’s materials stated that sometimes poets hide sonnets in 
longer works. Examples are Romeo and Juliet and Paradise Lost. 
     After a break and more presentations of contest awards, Jeanne Kelly presented a program   
about the importance of preserving our legacy. She shared her book Preserving Your Legacy  
with us and provided some excellent advice on topics to include in this type of book—for  
example, stories involving all generations of family going back as far as possible, pieces about  
special events, including holidays, family accomplishments and activities, pictures, etc. She  
showed a floor plan of a childhood home and suggested writing about memories of what  
happened in each of these rooms. She also gave us specific information about publishing a 
book. 
     Jeanne then invited our POY, Judy Davies, to read to us from her book, Inkspirations.  
She shared some beautiful, skillfully-written, memorable poems. 
     At 6:00 P. M., we gathered in the conference room for a wonderful meal consisting of baked 
chicken, vegetables, salad, rolls, peach cobbler, and tea.  
       Our key-note speaker, Mark LaFrancis—author, Air Force veteran, speaker, film maker, 
and photographer from Natchez--presented “In Their Boots: Poems Inspired by Soldiers and  
Their Loved Ones.” He spent more than seven years interviewing soldiers who served in Iraq  
and Afghanistan. This moving and highly professional presentation made us smile and cry. 
In tone and theme, his poems ranged from light-hearted to romantic to heart-wrenching. He, 
Stephen Curry, and Doris Jones were the readers. He emphasized he wanted the stories of the  
soldiers and their loved ones to be center stage and not the poetry itself. His objective is NOT to  
present a conventional poetry reading but an event to be viewed and experienced more as a  
poetry show than as a reading, Several attendees bought his books. He is working on a new  
poetry book based on interviews of World War II veterans. 
     Sunday morning, we enjoyed the hotel’s hot breakfast bar before gathering in the 
conference room for a poetry read-around and an excellent devotional by Rev. Randy Owen, 
who by this time had been declared a poet-by-marriage. He spoke of the gift of poetry, 
emphasizing that God puts a song in our hearts and that poets should use their God-given 
writing skills to glorify God. He quoted Jimmy Rodgers: “Hang onto your pen; God will send 
songs through it.” 
     Linda Owen presided over our business meeting.  At this time, I’ll give highlights and  
decisions made. Then if there are questions about details, I can consult my notes. The first  
topics discussed were the small number of entries in the upper levels of the student contest  
and our shrinking MPS membership. Various suggestions were made:  
**Promote MPS in newspapers 
**Seek advice from other state societies and other literary groups in Mississippi 
**Do more at the branch level 
**Offer one-year free membership to students 
**Form a Membership Committee to further examine the issues addressed up to this point. 
    Then Brenda Finnegan moved that this committee be formed, consisting of three members, 
one chosen by each branch. This committee will publicize MPS, reach out to other groups for  



 

input, and address other issues listed above. Janice Canerdy seconded. The motion carried. 
Linda Owen stated that outreach needs to begin within a couple of months. 
    Next, we discussed the POY Committee, a standing committee which consists of the present  
POY and the past two POY’s. This committee chooses a judge and decides how many copies 
of the winning manuscript should be published. No decisions were made concerning this 
matter. Comments were for the sake of informing and clarifying. 
        Next on the agenda was election of a Student Contest Chair, who informs the schools and  
colleges about the contest and receives the entries. Patty Butkovich pointed out that we have 
no sponsors and expenses are high. Brenda Finnegan moved that we get sponsors. Emory Jones  
seconded. The motion carried. Then Emory was asked to be the Student Contest Chair; he  
accepted the position. 
      When asked if they would continue as MPS Contest chair and assistant, Jeanne Kelly and  
Stephen Curry agreed, stating that Stephen would be chair; and Jeanne, assistant. Daniel 
Pickett was asked to be unofficial assistant. He accepted. 
     Treasurer Patty Butkovich then distributed copies of her 2018 report, which she thoroughly  
covered. The balance as of December 31 was over $3,000. She stated that the present balance 
is about $1,900, but several expenses, festival-related and others, will be deducted from that. 
She reminded us that local branches should be sending dues before the end of December each 
year. The financial report was accepted by unanimous vote. 
      Following a discussion of finances and different ways to improve the situation, Linda Owen 
stated that all our financial issues could not be resolved during our business meeting. She then 
appointed a Finance Committee, which will be comprised of Patty, the three branch presidents, 
and one more member per branch, to be appointed by the branch president. This new 
committee will explore ways to acquire and save money for the Society and ways to help set up 
a budget. 
     The minutes from the 2018 festival were read and accepted. 
     Then we discussed various issues concerning contest categories: 
**increasing the number 
**having more categories for MPS members only 
**perhaps having categories only for MPS members who reside in Mississippi  
**not having several categories asking for the very same style/type of poem (example:    
     three categories asking for a pantoum), etc.  
Linda responded that category issues should be dealt with by Stephen, Jeanne, and Daniel.  
     After the meeting was adjourned, prizes for categories 1-3 were awarded, and the title  
Best of the Fest was awarded to Tommy Little. Winners’ lists and the last door prizes were  
given. The Grand Door Prize of $100 went to Mrs. Ruth Richmond. Last, many photos were  
taken. The wonderful experience of the 2019 MPS Festival, so ably and creatively hosted by  
our Central Branch, was over. 
        
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janice Canerdy 
Secretary 
 


