CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
OF THE MISSISSIPPI POETRY SOCIETY (Last revised April 2024)

ARTICLE I-NAME
This society shall be known as the MISSISSIPPI POETRY SOCIETY, INCORPORATED.

ARTICLE II-PURPOSE
The purpose of this society shall be the following: (1) To foster interest in writing poetry and poetic forms;
(2) To provide an opportunity for, and to give recognition to, individual creative efforts relating to poetry; (3) To
create an audience for poetry; (4) To suggest or otherwise make known markets and contests for poetry to its
members.

ARTICLE II-OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The elected officers of this society shall be President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. Competition
Coordinator and Historian shall be appointed by the president.
A. The EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE shall consist of the above-named officers and may include an additional
member from each branch.
B. The PRESIDENT shall preside at all meetings of the Society and the Executive Committee, appoint all
committee chairpersons, call meetings of the Society, and perform any and all other duties pertaining to the
office. He/she shall be the second signature on the Society's bank account or may designate that duty to a past
state president. As immediate Past President, he/she shall install all state officers.
C. The VICE-PRESIDENT shall be a member of one of the branches of which the State President is not a
member and shall be expected to accede to the presidency at the time of the next election of officers. This
person shall preside in the absence of the President and is authorized to perform all duties of the President in
that person's absence. He/she shall perform such other duties as may be designated by the President.
D. The SECRETARY shall keep the minutes and records of the Society and perform any and all of the Society's
correspondence. He/she shall provide regular updates to the NATIONAL FEDERATION OF STATE POETRY
SOCIETIES (NFSPS) for inclusion in the Strophes national newsletter and be responsible for seeing that press
releases and publicity announcements are sent to news agencies as directed by the President.
E. The TREASURER shall collect the receipts and dues due the Society, deposit those funds in the Society's
bank account, and distribute funds as needed with the approval of the President. He/she shall not be required to
be bonded. Disbursements in excess of five hundred ($500.00) shall require two signatures. He/she shall file all
appropriate taxes for the Society, handle any financial communication with the Internal Revenue Service, and see
that financial records are ready and available for annual review by the audit committee. The Society's fiscal year
shall coincide with the calendar year.
F. The COMPETITION COORDINATOR shall solicit sponsors for the categories of the poetry contests
sponsored by the Society, collect the prize money for those categories and forward the money to the Treasurer.
He/she shall coordinate the categories into a contest regulation sheet, distribute the contest regulation sheet to
qualified entrants, receive the entries in the competition categories, distribute entries to the judges of the
appropriate categories and receive their results. He/she shall notify the Treasurer of the winners of each category
so that the winners' checks may be written, oversee the printing of the winners' certificates, and preside over the
awards portion of each Fall or Spring meeting, unless otherwise directed by the President.
G. The HISTORIAN shall receive all pertinent publicity of the Society during the year and organize the material
into a book or scrapbook. Long-term storage of completed books or scrapbooks shall be at the Mississippi
Department of History and Archives located in Jackson, Mississippi.

ARTICLE IV-ELECTION OF OFFICERS
A. The President shall appoint a Nominating Committee at the Fall Meeting* of the Society in alternate years.
The Immediate Past President shall serve as an ex-officio member of this committee.
B. The Nominating Committee shall fill a slate of officers and present this slate to the Society at the Spring
meeting of the Society in alternate years. Elected officers shall serve for two years unless otherwise deemed
necessary.
C. The membership shall be given the opportunity to nominate officers from the floor.
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D. Election shall be by paper ballot, voice vote, or show of hands as deemed necessary.

E. A simple majority of those members present shall elect each officer.

F. The term of each officer shall be begun with the installation of officers at Spring Festival in uneven** years and
end with the installation of new officers two years hence.

G. All officers shall have been active or life members of the Society for a minimum of two (2) years.

H. In the event a line office becomes unexpectedly vacant, the Immediate Past President shall be asked to fill the
vacancy until the next regular election. In the case of vacancy of the competition coordinator or historian, an active
or life member volunteer may fill the vacancy until the next regular election.

*See amendment 2, April 26, 2014 **See amendment April 23, 2023

ARTICLE V-MEMBERSHIP
A. All who have a sincere interest in poetry and who wish to participate in the purposes of the Society shall be
eligible for membership in the MISSISSIPPI POETRY SOCIETY, INC.
B. Application shall be made and presented with appropriate dues payment to the branch most convenient to the
prospective member. At-large memberships will be processed by the state treasurer upon receipt of appropriate
application and dues payment.
C. There shall be six (6) categories of membership: ACTIVE; LIFE; STUDENT; ASSOCIATE; AT-LARGE;
and HONORARY. An Active member shall be a member who pays annual dues. A Life member shall be that
person who has paid a one-time Life membership dues of two hundred ($200.00). A Student member shall be a
member who pays student dues** and is a student at any level of elementary, secondary or post-secondary
education. An Associate member shall be a member who does not necessarily write poetry but pays annual dues
equivalent to an at-large member. An At-Large member shall be a member who does not reside in Mississippi
and pays a reduced amount of annual dues.* Honorary members shall be those outside the Society who have been
unanimously voted a membership.
D. The dues deadline is November 1 of each year. By December 1, the treasurer of each branch will send a list
of paid memberships, along with a branch check for state and national dues, to the Society's state treasurer. The
Society's treasurer will forward the appropriate payment in a timely manner to the National Federation of State
Poetry Societies so that these members may participate in the NFSPS annual competition.

*See Amendment 1, April 26, 2014  At-large members pay $25.
**Students in grades 9-12 may join for free. See 2024 Amendments.

ARTICLE VI-MEETINGS
A. Each of the three Branches (North Branch, Central Branch, and South Branch)** shall schedule meetings as
they see fit to be called by the Branch President.
B. The Spring Meeting and the Fall Meeting* shall be held at the time and place agreed upon by the State
President and Executive Committee.
C. Each State meeting shall include a poetry reading and workshop.
D. Other statewide meetings may be held at the discretion of the President and Executive Committee.

* Again—revised in 2014

Also, AMENDMENTS APPROVED IN ADVANCE, THEN ANNOUNCED DURING THE OCTOBER 17, 2020,
Z0OOM MEETING state that MPS may communicate (meet) by ZOOM, phone, etc., when in-person meetings are not
possible due to a pandemic or other such reason.

**See May 1, 2022, amendment—West Branch added, reconfirmed April 23, 2023 (in answer to questions/requests)

the three~~~See 2024 Amendments.
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ARTICLE VII-COMMITTEES
The membership and chairperson of each of the following committees shall be appointed by the President.
A. NOMINATING COMMITTEE—composed of at least three (3) members who shall be responsible for
compiling a slate of nominees for the State officers and presenting that slate at the Spring Meeting of the Society
in alternate years. The Immediate Past President shall serve as an ex-officio member of this committee.
B. AUDIT COMMITTEE—composed of at least three (3) members from at least two (2) branches of the Society
who will examine and audit the funds received and disbursed by the Treasurer, making its comments and
recommendations known to the membership at the yearly Spring Meeting.
C. EDITORIAL COMMITTEE—composed of at least two (2) members who will oversee the editing and
production of the yearly journal of winning poems from the Spring and Fall Contests, The Mississippi Poetry
Journal. A copy of each year's journal will be forwarded to NFSPS for their archives and a copy sent to the
Mississippi Department of History and Archives for state archival preservation.
D. PUBLICITY COMMITTEE—composed of at least three (3) members, one from each branch, to maintain a
list of newspapers, radio stations and television stations in their area of Mississippi to whom news of their local
branch can be released in order to inform the general public of the activities of the Society. Each branch member
of the committee shall also forward any statewide newsworthy items to the State Secretary to be released on a
statewide basis.
E. POET OF THE YEAR COMMITTEE-The Poet of the Year Committee* will be composed of at least three
(3) members, one of whom will be the chairman and two previous recipients of the POY award. The Committee
will work together to select a judge.
F. STUDENT POETRY COMMITTEE—composed of at least two (2) members who will function as a clearing
house for student poets, encourage student membership, attend Poetry Out Loud competitions if able, assist our
student contest winners in complying with requirements for NFSPS submission and submit appropriate poetry to the
Manningham Trust Student Poetry Contest sponsored by NFSPS. NOTE: In 2022, Manningham rules were changed.
Any student of the right age/grade may enter this contest. Entrants do not have to win any contest, and a teacher’s
recommendation is not needed.
G. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee.

*April 2015 amendment ~ Committee would henceforth be called the Awards Committee.
Also, there will be a three-member Awards Committee AND an Administrative Chair.

ARTICLE VIII-COLORS AND INSIGNIA
A. The official colors of the MISSISSIPPI POETRY SOCIETY, INC., shall be blue and silver.
B. The official insignia shall be a blue shield with three silver stars and rays bearing the Latin phrase AD
ASTRA (To the Stars) beneath

ARTICLE IX~AMENDMENTS
A. Any amendment to this Constitution must be presented to the Society at either the Spring Festival meeting or
the Fall Mini-Festival meeting,* distributed to the members by the Secretary, and voted on at the following
festival meeting. In the interest of facilitating distribution, e-mail distribution may be used with the requirement
that each amendment distributed in this manner must be acknowledged by the recipient when received. Postal mail
will continue to be utilized for those members not having e-mail; an acknowledgment must be mailed back.
B. An amendment will pass if voted for by at least two-thirds (2/3) of those members present and voting.

*Revised, 2014

ARTICLE X-DISPOSITION OF ASSETS
In the event of dissolution, the Executive Committee shall turn over the residual assets of the Society to one or
more organizations which themselves are tax exempt as described in Sections 501(c)3 and 170(c) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954 or corresponding sections of any further Internal Revenue Code. At that time,
appropriate dissolution forms will also be filed with the State of Mississippi.
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BY-LAWS OF THE MISSISSIPPI POETRY SOCIETY, INC.
1. The Mississippi Poetry Society, Inc., shall use Roberts Rules of Order as its official standard for
parliamentary procedure.
2. Each Active member shall pay annual dues in the amount of $25.00 with $15.00 going to the State Treasury
and $10.00 going to the Branch Treasury. At-Large members and associate members shall pay annual dues of
$15.00* with the entire amount going to the State Treasury. Student members shall pay annual dues of $15.00
with $10.00 going to the State Treasury and $5.00 going to the Branch Treasury. All member categories,
including at-large, associate and honorary will pay $3.00 to NFSPS annually as required by the National
Federation of State Poetry Societies. NFSPS dues will be paid on each member by January 15 of each year.
3. An Active member may become a Life member upon a one-time payment of $200.00 Life members shall be
so listed on the membership roll.
4. Poems read at the Poetry Festivals of the Society shall be those written by members of the Society unless a
non-member is specifically invited to read.
5. The Mississippi Poetry Society, Inc., shall have as its official publication The Mississippi Poetry Journal.
The Mississippi Poetry Society, Inc., shall retain only first publication rights to all poems published therein, all
other rights being retained by the poet.
6. The Mississippi Poetry Journal shall be published at least once a year. In addition, the President may publish
newsletters to the membership as frequently as deemed necessary. A copy of the journal for each of their current
members shall be provided to the branch presidents for their members. The Journal editor will be responsible only
for mailing to at-large members or to non-members who have poems in that year's journal.
7. Long-term storage of The Mississippi Poetry Journal for each year will be via computer flash drive. The
flash drive may be kept in the possession of the editor of the Journal or be attached to the secretary's records
when a new editor assumes responsibility for the Journal.
8. State and branch general meetings shall be open to the public.
9. Each branch president shall have a copy of the Mississippi Poetry Society's Constitution and By-Laws with
the primary copy being in the care of the State President.
10. The President or his/her delegate shall be eligible to receive financial assistance up to an amount of five
hundred dollars ($500.00) to attend the National Federation of State Poetry Societies Conference once during
his/her two-year term of office.
11. Anyone submitting a check to the Mississippi Poetry Society that is returned for non-sufficient funds or
drawn on a closed account shall be disqualified from entering our contests until they have cleared their debt with
the Mississippi Poetry Society and been returned to good standing. No further checks shall be accepted from an
individual owing a debt to the Society. The Society shall be permitted to collect the amount of the check, any
resultant bank fees charged to the Society and any other fees deemed appropriate and in keeping with Federal law.
A person who has submitted more than one check that has been returned by the bank shall not be allowed to
submit a personal check for payment, even if they have been restored to good standing. The treasurer shall make
every effort to contact the check writer via e-mail and letter sent to the check writer via certified mail, return receipt
requested. The competition coordinator shall also be apprised of anyone not in good standing so that contest entries
from that individual are not accepted.
12. The name of our "Registered Agent," which is the person who should be served with any documents should
the Mississippi Poetry Society have any legal issues, shall be listed with the Mississippi Department of State as
required by state law. If he/she is unable to serve for any reason, a new agent will promptly be appointed by the
President. Currently, Dr. Emory Jones is our Registered Agent.

Proposed/amended/approved date: April 13, 2013
At-large members pay $25.00.

Students in grades 9-12 may join for free (as of April 2024).
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AMENDMENTS APPROVED AT SPRING FESTIVAL April 26,2014

1. Beginning with dues paid in the fall of 2014 for 2015 and thereafter, At-Large members will pay $25.00 per
year with NFSPS dues being paid and the balance of those dues remaining with our state treasury.

2. Beginning immediately, we will have only one contest and one festival per year, to be held in the Spring,
preferably in April as it is Poetry Month. Branches will continue to rotate hosting Spring Festival with Central
Branch being added to the rotation. Since 2014 was hosted by North Branch and 2015 will be hosted by South
Branch, 2016 will be hosted by Central Branch. There will only be one official contest per year, but branches
are encouraged to sponsor local contests or participate with another poetry or writing group in a combined
contest. Student poetry is always encouraged and MPS will continue to underwrite the cost of the student
segment in the annual Spring Contest.

3. Officers will continue to serve a two-year term, but will have an opportunity to withdraw after one year if
they deem it necessary. Board members will have a fall meeting to discuss items pertinent to the organization.

AMENDMENTS APPROVED AT SPRING FESTIVAL April 18, 2015
1. Beginning with the 2016 NFSPS Contest, MPS will increase its prize money to $75.00 ($35, $25, $15).
Selection of form for the MPS category will continue to be determined on a yearly basis during the Spring
Festival business meeting.
2. Effective immediately the MPS membership policy will include “we reserve the right to terminate or refuse
membership and/or contest participation for any reason deemed in the best interest of the organization” and the
application form will read that we may refuse membership for any reason in the best interest of the organization.
3. The Poet of the Year Committee will now be referred to as the Awards Committee. It was approved that there
will be a ten (10) year wait if a poet has been awarded the Poet of the Year honor before that recipient is eligible
to again compete for Poet of the Year. It was also approved that we will have a three-member committee comprised
of the three most recent POY recipients and one administrative Awards Chairman. The three-member committee
will receive the two sections of the POY packet from the Awards Chairman pertaining to evaluating service to the
poetry community and awards and honors received. After due deliberation, they will forward their results to the
Awards Chairman. The Chairman will receive the packets from those members selected by their individual branches,
obtain an independent judge who will judge only the poetry part of the submission packet, receive the results from
that judge and from the POY committee, and compile the results to obtain the name of the new Poet of the Year.

He/she will announce the Poet of the Year via the website www.misspoetry.net in the fall with the new POY award
certificate and chapbook being presented at the following Spring Festival. The Awards Chairman will also
administrate selection and awarding of the Lifetime Achievement Awards.

AMENDMENTS APPROVED IN ADVANCE, THEN ANNOUNCED
DURING THE OCTOBER 17, 2020, ZOOM MEETING

Article VI, Paragraph B will read as follows: The Spring Meeting shall be held at the time and place agreed upon by
the State President and Executive Committee. If it should not be feasible to physically hold the annual meeting because
of a pandemic or other disaster, the President and Executive Committee (AKA: board members) may agree to hold the
annual business meeting via telephone or Internet, with minutes taken by the Secretary and retained in a permanent file.
A copy of those minutes shall be furnished to each member as soon as practical following the meeting.

Article IX-Amendments, Paragraph A will read as follows: Any proposed amendment to this Constitution and/or By-
Laws must be presented to the society at the Spring Festival meeting, distributed to the members by the Secretary, and
voted on at the following festival meeting. In the interest of facilitating distribution, e-mail distribution may be used to
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those members having e-mail with the requirement that each proposed amendment distributed in this manner must be
acknowledged by the recipient via return e-mail. Postal mail will continue to be utilized for those members not having
e-mail with the requirement that they return a signed note or letter acknowledging receipt. In the event that Spring Festival
is not able to take place due to pandemic, disaster, or any other emergent situation beyond our control, then notice to the
membership as specified in proposed Article VI, Paragraph B, will be sent and a business meeting attended by members
of the Executive Committee, as specified in Article 111, Paragraph A, of pertinent issues conducted by telephone or
Internet with minutes taken, retained and disbursed as previously detailed.

AMENDMENT APPROVED AT THE SPRING FESTIVAL, MAY 1, 2022

West Branch was added, as proposed by Mark LaFrancis from Natchez. (This change was not made according
to the “Constitution and By-Laws”—that a change be proposed at a festival, then voted on at the next festival.
For this reason, this change was re-addressed at the 2023 festival and confirmed.)

AMENDMENTS APPROVED AT SPRING FESTIVAL APRIL 23, 2023

Article IV, Paragraph F: “The term of each officer shall be begun with the installation of officers at Spring Festival in
uneven years and end with the installation of new officers two years hence.”

“Uneven” was deleted, as proposed by Patty Butkovich at the Spring Festival May 1, 2022.

AMENDMENTS APPROVED AT SPRING FESTIVAL APRIL 28, 2024

(1) Students in grades 9-12 will no longer be charged a membership fee, as proposed by Janice Canerdy at the
2023 festival.

(2) The number in front of the word “branches” in the “Constitution and By-Law” will no longer be recognized,
as proposed by Pamela Hatch at the 2023 festival.

(3) At the 2025 festival, Bill Hill will state whether he plans to establish a Northwest Branch.
Note: At the 2023 festival, he stated his desire to establish this new branch. Then, in October, he became North

Branch President. He wants to serve in that capacity for a while before stepping down to lead a new branch.
(Still on hold as of April 2026)



