Wagnatic Wuse

Newsletter of Mississippi Poetry Society

Fall 2025

News:

We begin with sad news. Former South Branch member Sheila Greico has passed away. Her
daughter provided this information about her services: Her celebration of life will be held on
October 18th at St. Johns Episcopal Church in Ocean Springs. There will be visitation from 10 -
11 and then a service at 11:00 a.m. Afterwards we will move to memorial garden on the side of
the church to place her ashes.

Video interview reminder: Member Sharlee Shumpert has offered to conduct video interviews
with any interested member. These could be posted on the MPS YouTube channel as well as your
own social media. Please let her know if you are interested.

Student contests: You may have received copies of these already. If not, they are attached. Please
share them with public schools, private schools, home schools, libraries, any place you can think
of which will reach kids who might be interested in poetry.

Spring Contest Update: I have an assignment for you to consider. Jason is seeking sponsorship
information for the next state contest. The success of the contest comes from three aspects:
category sponsorship, category judging and category entries. Please participate in the contest in
as many ways and as many categories as possible. Even if you don’t win a particular category,
you’ll have a poem you can use in other places. I've attached a copy of the sponsorship form for
your use.

Quarterly Members Only Contest Results:

South Branch judge Vivian Danielle Wyatt has pored over the entries and has made her
selections. Congratulations to all our contestants for their efforts!
e Traditional Category: (fifteen entries)
First Place: “A Grave Reason” by Sharlee Shumpert (rhyming couplets)
Second Place: “A Blink in Time” by René Penrose (Traditional ABAB)
Third Place: “Assassination of a King” by Kurt Young (Narrative)

e Free Verse Category: (seventeen entries)
First Place: “There’s the Rub” by Pete Massey



Second Place: “Dust and Vapor” by Janice Canerdy
Third Place: “Silent Sentinels” by Dick Ramsey

e Topic Category: (seventeen entries)
First Place: “Collecting Summer Memories” by Lee Anna Mitchell
Second Place: “Coming Home” by Dusty Goff
Third Place: “Summer’s Reign” by Mary Jane Andol

Fall contest guidelines will be distributed as soon as the judge lets me know about his categories.
My thanks to Vivian Danielle for judging this one and to Mark Burr for leading the charge on the
next one.

Member Accomplishments

CENTRAL BRANCH

No report

NORTH BRANCH

e

(Standing) Glenda Jones, Emory Jones, Jaice Canerdy; (Seated) Sharlee Sumpe, B11 Hill, Dorothy Wineman.

Janice Canerdy

“As Graduates March by,” 2™ place, traditional poetry, MPS members-only May contest
“Irresistible,” double etheree, 1% place, traditional poetry, ASPS (Arizona) members-only May
contest

“Beauty in the Sky,” 1% place, assigned topic—rainbows, ASPS members-only May contest
“Autumn Majesty” 1% HM, Poetry Round Table of Arkansas, members-only June contest
Three limericks, Society of Classical Poets online, beginning July 22, 2025

Emory Jones
“Bones Die Hard” won First Place in the Poetry Society of Tennessee’s 2025 Contest.
“Fury Haiku” was published in March Haiku 2025 of the Connecticut Poetry Society.



“Eagle Snow” was published in volume 23/2024-2025 of East on Central.

“Injured Angel” was published in the April 2025 edition of Pennsylvania’s Poetic Voices.

“The Survivor” was published in the April 17, 2025 edition of Poetry Super Highway.

“Sea of Grass” was published in the Spring 2025 WyoPoets News.

“Dancing Autumn: An Etheree” was published in the Spring 2025 of WyoPoets News.

“Bones Die Hard” was published in the Spring 2025 of WyoPoets News.

“Eagle Snow” was published in the Spring 2025 of WyoPoets News.

“The Survivor” was published in the 27" Annual Yom HaShoa (Holocaust Remembrance Day
Issue.

“Injured Angel” was published in the February 2025 edition of News “N” Notes of the Poets’
Roundtable of Arkansas.

“Bones Die Hard” won First Place in the Mideast Category of the 2025 Petry Festival of the
Poetry Society of Tennessee.

“Raft of Years” won Third Place in the President’s Award of the 2025 Petry Festival of the Poetry
Society of Tennessee.

“Valey of the Springs (The Coming of Ishtaiukatubbe) won third place in the Native American
Culture Category of the 2025 Petry Festival of the Poetry Society of Tennessee.

“The Survivor” won Second Place in A LIFE SAVED AWARD of the 2025 Mississippi Poetry
Society’s Contest.

“The Survivor” was published in the Mississippi Poetry Journal 2025 Contest Edition
“Remembering Mississippi” won Honorable Mention in the MPS Award: Mississippi Origins.
“The Big Bad Wolf” won Honorable Mention in the Primrose Award Humorous Narrative.
“Breakfast” won First Honorable Mention in Category 2 (Free Verse) of the 2025 Missouri State
Poetry Society’s Winter Contest.

“Bones Die Hard” won 1 Place in the Mideast Regional Contest of the Poetry Society of
Tennessee 2024-2025 Festival Contest.

“Raft of Years” won 3™ Place in the President’s Award of the Poetry Society of Tennessee 2024-
2025 Festival Contest.

“Her Fury” was published in the May/June 2025 edition of Pennsylvania’s Poetic Voices.

“A Walk in the Park™ was published in the May/June 2025 edition of Pennsylvania s Poetic
Voices.

Tin Roof” was published in the May/June 2025 edition of Pennsylvania's Poetic Voices.
“Queen Lilies” was published in the May/June 2025 edition of Pennsylvania’s Poetic Voices.
“The Survivor” won Second Place in the A LIFE SAVED Category of the 2025 Mississippi
Poetry Society Contest.

“Remembering Mississippi” won 3™ Honorable Mention in the MISSISSIPPI POETRY
SOCIETY AWARD of the 2025 Mississippi Poetry Society Contest.

“The Big Bad Wolf” won 1% Honorable Mention in the PRIMROSE AWARD of the 2025
Mississippi Poetry Society Contest.

“Eagle Snow” won 2" Place in the Confluence Category of the Poetry Society of Indiana 2025
Summer Contest.

“Painted Desert” was published in The Avocet: A Journal of Nature Poetry Summer—2025
“Upon Putting an Anthology of Poetry in the Community College Bookstore” won 4" Place in
the Anything Goes Category of the 2025 Spring Award of the Alabama State Poetry Society.



SOUTH BRANCH

In June, South Branch members participated in a program on the poetry of Edgar Allan Poe at the
Mary C. Okeefe Cultural Center in Ocean Springs, MS. “The Night of the Mystic Moon” was
coordinated by the Ocean Springs Public Library. The program included a play by a local theater
group based on “The Tell-Tale Heart. Participating in the panel discussion were (in alphabetical
order) Mark Burr, Brenda Finnegan, Mary Beth Magee, René Penrose, and Vivian Wyatt.

On August 31. Brenda Finnegan, Mary Beth Magee, and René Penrose braved the heat to spread
the word about MPS and the inaugural Fandango Fair held at St. Mary Catholic Church
Woolmarket in Biloxi. They passed out information on the upcoming student contests and about
membership in MPS. We gained a new member from the event!

Finnegan, Magee at Fandango Finnegan at Pie and Prose

Brenda Finnegan
Read from her “Horn Island Vista” at Pie and Prose sponsored by St. John’s Episcopal
Church, Ocean Springs.
Brenda submitted several poems to the NFSPS and MPS Members Only Quarterly contest.
Brenda has also been hard at work on the details of the 2026 Spring Festival. The Mary C.
O’Keefe Cultural Center in Ocean Springs has been secured as the venue. More to come!

Pamela Hatch



Mississippi Poetry Society was asked if a presenter could be provided to a children's poetry
program sponsored by The Gertrude McCarty Smith Foundation in partnership with the
Covington County Library System (Collins, MS location) as part of their summer reading
program. Rhythm and Rhyme was offered on Thursday, June 5th with 33 children present
which included a large number of children from The Boys and Girls Club. Members of
Gertrude's family were on hand to help MPS member, Pamela J Hatch, introduce these young
minds to poetry, offering instruction, and encouragement to create their own poems.

Philip Levin
New novel, The Magnolia Plantation, now available on Amazon.
https://www.amazon.com/dp/BOFPRF4RJ5

Mary Beth Magee
“Traditions” — AL SPS Otis Dees Poetry Award, Second Place
“Diagnosis” — AL SPS Short Prose Poetry Contest, Third Honorable Mention
“Tsunami” — AL SPS The “Hope Against Hope” Award, First Place (three-way tie)
“An Issue of Trust” — AL SPS It’s a Mystery Category, Fourth Honorable Mention
“Fatal Fibonacci” — AL SPS Andre Breton’s Surrealist Frankenstein Category, First Place
“New Day” — AL SPS In Honor of President Jimmy Carter Category, Second Place
“Changing Tides” — AL SPS Destiny for the Soul of Man Category, Third Place
“Shushed” — RedRoseThorns Journal online May 22, 2025
“We the People” — published on Facebook, LinkedIn, BlueSkySocial
“Library Blues” — published on Facebook
“Poetry Recipe” — published in Local Gems Bards Poetica
“In Memoriam” — published on Facebook
“Musings” — published on Facebook
“Juneteenth” — published on Facebook, Linked In
“Bunker Mentality” — The Countee Cullen Poetry Prize, NFSPS, Fourth Honorable Mention
“Beauty in the No Wake Zone” — IL State Poetry Society Award, NFSPS, Seventh Honorable
Mention
“Birth Day” — Poetry Society of Oklahoma Award, NFSPS, First Honorable Mention
“Rock or Cork” — Poetry Society of Michigan Award, NFSPS, Sixth Honorable Mention
“Lost Things” — Poetry Society of Tennessee Award, NFSPS, Sixth Honorable Mention
“The Ladder” — Missouri State Poetry Society Award, NFSPS, Fourth Honorable Mention



“Hurt Feelings” -- RedRoseThorns Journal online July 30, 2025
“Un-Erasable” — published on Facebook
“Betrayal” — published on Facebook

“The New Klan” — published on Facebook
“Adopted” — published on Facebook

“Cur Dogs” — published on Facebook
“Christian Patriot?” — published on Facebook
“Common Ground” — published on Facebook
“Distractions” — published on Facebook
“Censored” — published on Facebook

“The Grand Lady” — published on Facebook

Sharlee Shumpert
This summer, I've entered several poetry and writing contests, and I'm still writing for The
Horse Review magazine. I'll continue writing for my college's newspaper, the Chieftain, this
fall as well.

AT LARGE
John W. Crawford

Had 4 poems published in Hot Springs "Sentinel Record" Arts weekly section, 2 in June, 2 in
July:

"A Tribute for a Day of Honor,". June 7

"Spring Green Thing," June 21

"I Sing from Day to Day," July 5

"A Prayer for Understanding," July 12

Four Honorable Mentions in the annual Ohio Poetry Society contests:
Memory of Lyle Crist

Creme de la Creme, "My Snake"

Small Stuff, "Spring Green Boy"

Shinanigans, "Blood Is Thick"

In Memory of Lyle Crist, "Creation"

Pennsylvania Poetry Society annual contest, Second place
Missouri State Poetry Society Winter Contest, Second place in Humorous, "Ode to Spam"

Mississippi Poetry Society, North Branch Member Topic Contest June, Second Place, "Spring
Violets"

Mississippi Poetry Society North Branch Member Traditional Contest, June, Third Place, "You
Are My Adam and My Eve"



Poetry shared by our members:

Longing for Respite! (by Janice Canerdy)

King Sol is stealing all my energy.

There’s no relief in sight, forecasters say.
Come, clouds, with brief relief; this is my plea.
While summer lovers bask in heat each day,
I’ll dream of fall and trust in my AC.



