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Hello Friends and Members of the Mississippi .
Poetry Society!
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7 We hope you've each had a good summer...good for relaxing, good for connecting, and good for creating.
Maybe you’ve been busy writing and publishing, or possibly you’ve been soaking up inspiration for writings to
come. Either way, hats off to each of you! ...and here’s to an autumn full of lines and rhymes! Poets are ever and
always poets, and we love celebrating the art of poetry, exploring every aspect of it! From our poets way up in
the northernmost part of the state, all the way through to the southernmost shores of the Mississippi Gulf Coast,
we have preparations going on for the coming months. There are exciting things happening in the Society, and
we’re eager to share them with you! ~"Zinda Owen, MPS Pres.

The Mississippi Poetry Society is pleased to announce that
the

‘Best of the Fest Award,’ in memory of Mick
Denington,
will crown this year’s 2020 Spring Competition

through a generous gift from Marilyn Denington.
Thank you, Mrs. Denington, for the privilege of honoring
the memory of your husband, and our friend, through this award.

“Rising Stars” College and 1-12 Student Contest Sponsors
Coastal Coin Laundry of Ocean Springs, MS

Dr. Joe Jacobs of Meridian, MS
Guaranty Bank of Belzoni, MS
Bank Plus of Belzoni, MS

Thank you, Sponsors, for your support of the arts,
and for encouraging student poets statewide.
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7 “Thank you!” to our 2020 Contests chairs Stephen Curry, Daniel Pickett and Emory Jones for steering these
contests toward bringing more great poetry to the forefront! Each friend and member on our email list should
have received the Student Contest form, also on our website, announcing that the Rising Stars Contest is officially
open with a February 3 deadline. Even though this form and announcement has been sent out to the schools,
please consider personally sharing the form with students and teachers whom you know. Share with all teachers,
because poetry is a great tool for engaging in any subject area! Thank you to each member who is taking part in
inviting and/or assisting with both contests’ contributions.

The Adult 2020 MPS Competition is open for category sponsorship until October 1.
‘We look forward to announcing our adult contest category sponsors in the near future!
Thank vou for vour support!



SPRING FEST 2020

When: April 3 and 4
Where: Lake Tiak O'Khata Family Resort
213 Smyth Lake Rd. Louisville, MS 39339

{\__ ﬁiéj ’ﬁE " Reservations: (662) 773-7853

Keynote Speaker: Benjamin Morris
" @4 —— Mention Mississippi Poetry Society for the group rates.

» Ground-floor rooms are available.
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7" “Congratulations!” to the following MPS members and friends!
Thank you for sharing your good news with us all!

~ 2~ MPS Branch ‘Poets of the Year’ have been announced! ~ %~
North Branch: Janice Canerdy, South Branch: Brenda Finnegan, Central Branch: Linda Owen

~¥~ South Branch member Flaine McDermott’s new book of poems, Out of the Darkness, Light: Biblical
Sketches will be released in October. We look forward to what is sure to be another wonderful book of poetry
from Elaine!

~¥~ North Branch president Janice Canerdy’s recent publishing credits include poems in Lighten Up Online,
Spare Mule (Missouri State Poetry Society's newsletter), and Mused: Bella Online (pending). Janice’s poetry is
always a pure delight!

~¥~ South Branch member udy Davies has had three poems published in the Arkansas anthology, 7urning
Home. Judy’s 2019 Poet of the Year 2019 book, /nkspirations, is continuing to charm readers and can be ordered
through the kendavies.net website “Judy’s Writing”.

~¥~ Matthew VanDeburgh of Central Branch recently announced the publication of his book, 7he Long Way
Home: A Journey to Recovery and Redemption, pen name, ‘Jonathan C. Wiles’. A reader review states, “Began
reading...can’t stop...sooo good! And your writing (word usage, sentence structure, flow, voice) is, well, beyond
superb! With this book, you have woven a tapestry of your journey that guarantees you will capture the minds
and hearts of your readers.” Matthew’s book can be ordered through Amazon.

~ ¥~ Philip Levin, of South Branch, read poetry and discussed his books at the Jackson, Mississippi Writers Guild
chapter meeting on September 7™. All those present thoroughly enjoyed Dr. Levin’s delightful visit.

~%~ Emory Jones’ recent contest credits include a first place award in the Massachusetts Poetry Society’s 2019
P ry y
Competition. Other awards include three 2" places in the Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas 2019 Contests, five 37
place awards in Oklahoma, Arkansas, Alabama, Louisiana, and Pennsylvania 2019 Contests, and seven Honorable
Mentions in various state competitions. Publishing credits include:
“Heavenly Peace” published in the 2018-2019 issue of Turning Home of the Poets’ Roundtable of Arkansas.
“Moon Streak” published in Prize Poems of The Pennsylvania Poetry Society.
“Soul Song” published in The Delta Poetry Review June 13, 2019
“Delta General” published in The Delta Poetry Review June 13, 2019

“Aces and Eights” published in the Spring 2019 ed. of Pasques Petals, journal of the So. Dakota Poetry Society

The October Issue of STROPHES is now Online. Go to the
“National Federation of State Poetry Societies” website.
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7" SOUTH BRANCH NEWS

AS SUBMITTED TO THE OCEAN SPRINGS GAZETTE AND RECORD
Thank you, South Branch, for sharing this news release with the
Muse!

Mississippi Poetry Society, South Branch, recently had a
couple of significant events. Brenda Brown Finnegan was
awarded the South Branch Poet of the Year, which entitles
her to compete with the other two branch winners for the
2020 State Poet of the Year. Although the July picnic was
cancelled due to heavy rains from Tropical Storm Barry,
the members enjoyed a visit to the Mary C. Cultural Center
earlier for a writing workshop, led by Faith Garbin and

Brenda Finnegan.

At the Duckett Gallery, members examined the local artwork in the Art of the Word, Color, Rhythm, Image
exhibit that was created in response to works of Mississippi poets of distinction. Two of the Mississippi
poets whose work is exhibited are deceased members of the Mississippi Poetry Society: Gertrude Smith of
Collins and Marguerite Watkins of Pascagoula, a South Branch member. After viewing the artwork,
members adjourned to the HOSA meeting room to write their own poems using the artworks as their guide,
bringing the exhibit full circle. In addition to Faith Garbin and Brenda Finnegan, poets participating were
Joan Crow, Sheila Grieco, Mary Lee Terry, Robert Harkins, Elaine McDermott, and Betty Malone. A display
of Mississippi Poetry Society is featured in the exhibit, including the book, Inkspirations, a chapbook by
Judy Davies, 2019 State Poet of the Year and a member of South Branch. The Art of the Word exhibit will
be open until August 17.

Members recently received the Mississippi Poetry Journal, which contains winning poems from the 2019
Spring Festival contest, including poems by South Branch members: Faith Garbin, Phillip Levin, Judy
Davies, Elaine McDermott, Dorothy Rogers, and Brenda Finnegan. MPS is now soliciting sponsors for the
2020 contest, particularly for student sponsors.

MPS South Branch meets in the Gautier Library. All poets are welcome and asked to bring a poem to
share. For more information, contact Patty Butkovich at pattyb8319@gmail.com. Please put “Poetry” in the
subject line.

Pictured above: Patty Butkovich, (on left) president of MPS South Branch presenting the
South Branch Poet of the Year plaque to Brenda Finnegan (on right).

@Wﬁw@jz/

The Mississippi Poetry Journal 2019 Contest Edition
is available for $5.00 from Amazon!
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7" NORTH BRANCH NEWS

North Branch members are busily planning what is promising to be a great 2020 Spring Fest!
President Janice Canerdy shares with us, from minutes recorded by
secretary Dorothy Wiman, some of the news from their most recent meeting.

Start making plans now, members and friends, for Lake Tiak O’Khata! ...Much fun ahead! ©

Our most recent meeting was held at the Union County Library in New Albany on August 17. Linda Treat,
Ann Carolyn Cates, Dorothy Wiman, and Janice Canerdy were present. First, we reviewed some of the
2020 Spring Fest details that have already been made available to all MPS members: dates, room rates,
speaker, etc. NOTE: Lisa Breland, Event Planner at Lake Tiak O’Khata, recently sent Janice Canerdy
specific, to-the-penny, information on lodging, meals, etc. All MPS members will receive this information,
possibly before the newsletter is posted.

Other festival details discussed at the meeting were (1) Emory Jones and Michael Shelton will be workshop
presenters, (2) the registration fee will be $20 (We won’t be paying the usual banquet fee because all meals
are included in room rates.), (3) the Grand Door Prize will be . . .revealed at the fest, and (4) there will be a
poetry contest for fest attendees present on Friday night. Details: Write a poem--any length, any style—on
a Mississippi Native American THEME (not necessarily a person). Poems will be judged by North Branch
members who didn’t enter the contest. Poets should submit their entries at (about) 6:00 that night. Prizes
will be awarded.

We also discussed the student and adult contests and efforts to promote MPS. Of course, sponsors and
judges will be recognized later, as will MPS members who acquired contributions to help with prizes. By
mid-August, MPS had already received over $500 from non-MPS members (banks, businesses, and
individuals) to help defray festival costs! Dorothy and Janice have made efforts to promote MPS by sending
flyers to newspapers and libraries in North Branch area.

Then, Branch Secretary Dorothy Wiman informed Janice Canerdy that she had been chosen as the branch
nominee for the MPS POY Award. To say that she was pleased is an understatement! Last, we shared
poems and adjourned. We will meet again November 9 at the Depot in Water Valley.

Upcoming MPS Branch Meetings POETRY DAY USA!

Central Branch OCTOBER 15!
September 21, 2pm, Belhaven University, e
Student Union, Joy Lackey Room, ]
Jackson, Mississippi
South Branch
October 12, 2pm, Gautier Library on Library Lane,

‘ 3
| HElLo POETRY LOVERs!

Gautier, Mississippi WRITE POEMS! SHARE POEMS!
North Branch TEACH POEMS! REACH WITH POEMS!
November 9, 11:00 am, The Depot, HAVE FUN WITH POETRY!

Water Valley, Mississippi




7" Central Branch News

Central Branch recently made a donation to Belhaven University in honor of Rosemary Foncree reflecting the
branch’s gratitude for Rosemary’s help in providing the Joy Lackey meeting room for the society’s meetings.

We are happy to welcome new member, Terry Woosley, and returning members Lisa McCraw-Newell, Mark
LaFrancis, and John Jolly! Each joined MPS during this year’s Spring Festival.

Jeannie Kelly, president, edited the Mississippi Poetry Journal, 2019, and Linda Owen compiled the Student
Journal, which were both sent to their destinations.

Central Branch also notes, “We have recovered from the exciting whirlwind of hosting Spring Fest 19 and are
looking forward to gathering with poet friends at Lake Tiak O'Khata in Aprill We hope to see everyone there!

The following was published in the summer Muse Newsletter but is definitely worth a repeat. Quite an
achievement! The 2020 NFSPS Contest categories are online now! Visit the website, and let’s start writing!

& CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MPS WINNERS IN THE NFSPS COMPETITION!

In-State Members

Stephen Curry (Central):
15t Place in the Morton D. Prouty and Elsie S.

Prouty Memorial Award,

7t Honorable in Alabama State Poetry Society
Award

Doris Jones (Central):

2"d Place in the Manzo Award

3" Place in the Florida State Poets Association
Award

1%t Honorable in the Poets Roundtable of Arkansas
Award

2"4 Honorable in the Arizona State Poetry Society
Award

4t Honorable in the Diamond T Award

5th Honorable in the Georgia Poetry Award,
Citation in the Utah State Poetry Society Award
Brenda Finnegan (South):

2" Place in the Poetry Society of Tennessee
Award

Ann C. Cates (North):

6™ Honorable in William Stafford Memorial Award
7t Honorable in Minute Award

Janice Canerdy (North):

5t Honorable in the Mississippi State Poetry
Society Award

Emory D. Jones (North):

34 Honorable in the Morton D. Prouty and Elsie S.
Prouty Memorial Award

6t Honorable in the WyoPoets Award

Out of State Members

Barbara Blanks (Texas)

15t Place in Poetry Society of Oklahoma Award
15t Place in Donald Stodghill Memorial Award

3" Place League of Minnesota Poets Award,

3" Place in Poets Roundtable of Arkansas Award
34 place in the Poets Northwest Award,

15t Honorable in the NFSPS Founders Award

15t Honorable in Maine Poets Society Award

4" Honorable in Florida State Poets Assn. Award
4% Honorable in William Stafford Memorial Award
6™ Honorable in lllinois State Poetry Society
Award

7t Honorable in Land of Enchantment Award
Von S. Bourland (Texas)

3"d Honorable in Poetry Society of Oklahoma
Award

7t Honorable in Jesse Stuart Memorial Award
Gail Denham (Oregon)

15t Place in the Poets Northwest Award

3" Place in Nevada Poetry Society Award

7t Honorable in Wyopoets Award

Catherine Moran (Arkansas)

15t Place in Freeda Murphy Memorial Award

3" place in William Stafford Memorial Award

15t Honorable in CSPS James E. MacWhinney
Memorial Award

6t Honorable The Children’s Hour

The NFSPS 2019 Journal, Encore, may be ordered
online at Amazon for $13!




Thank you for inviting a friend to MPS!

WEBSITE: Visit us at misspoetry.net!

Mississippi Poetry Society 2019 Officers
State President: Linda W. Owen  State Vice President: Grace Fletcher
State Secretary: Janice Canerdy State Treasurer: Patty Butkovich
State Adult Contest Chairs: Stephen Curry and Daniel Pickett
State Student Contest Chair: Emory Jones
State Historian: Emory Jones
Central Branch President: Jeanne Kelly
North Branch President: Janice Canerdy  South Branch President: Patty Butkovich
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Several of our members and friends are going through challenging
circumstances. Many of these concerns are shared within our membership when
appropriate, but because of the public nature of newsletters, individual names will

not be shared here. We would like to express our love, concern, and heartfelt
support to each poet friend who is facing such challenges. May health and well-
being improve steadily. May those who are suffering loss find strength and
wholeness once again.




